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The Holy Cross College Choir Chronicle 
 
October 2013 VOLLUME 1 
Out with the Frock and Ready to Rock 
 
 
 
 
 
  Last spring, a generous alum donated twenty five million dollars to revitalize the 
arts here at Holy Cross. For most of us, twenty five million dollars and the “revitalization” 
that it would bring was hard to conceptualize. Yet, in returning to choir in the fall, the 
magnitude of the gift was deeply evident in the choir’s new and talented director David 
Harris. 
While the group was once confined to singing music of a predominantly European 
classical nature, in David and his unbridled and deep love of music, the choir has discovered 
a new world of possibilities. Within a few short months, Harris has introduced various styles 
of music and new vocal techniques to the group, transforming them into a group accessible 
to not only their parents and professors, but also, for the first time ever, to their peers. In 
keeping with this new vision for the group, Harris has eliminated the frocks that once 
symbolized the group and in doing so has not only raised the hemline but the standards of   
musicianship, enthusiasm and popularity of the group. 
 
In their first major performance of the year, the Chamber Singers joined with other Holy Cross arts 
departments in New York on September 21st to celebrate the new arts at Holy Cross, connect with alumni, and 
recruit talented students.  Also on the program were the theater department, who presented a short play, the visual 
art department, who showed a series of pieces, and a panel discussion with some of our distinguished faculty 
including composer Osvaldo Golijov, who had a premiere performance with the NY Philharmonic later that week.  
 
Chamber Singers Take Manhattan 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
    When planning the choir’s annual Family Weekend 
Concert, Director David Harris faced the challenge of 
attempting to reconcile his desire to expose this year’s group 
of singers to a various styles of music with a desire to unify 
the challenging repertoire. That source of unification came 
from Walt Whitman’s poem, “Give me the Splendid, Silent 
Sun.”  “Many of the choral works deal with time and the 
pressure of existence,” Harris explained and since Whitman’s 
poem also explores these themes, it was the perfect fit.   
 
    In the first part of the poem, a man longs to escape to 
nature; seeking a release from the demands of life.  However, 
in contemplation he soon realizes that his life in the city, 
although not without hardship, promises an exciting 
adventure.   
 
    In the concert, as well as poem, nature is a metaphor for an 
idyllic dream state.  As the program continues, the music 
confronts reality with a new perspective.  Readers will 
present Whitman’s poem throughout the concert.  This union 
of art forms gives greater meaning to our work as a whole. 
Using Walt Whitman's poem "Give Me 
the Splendid, Silent Sun" the Choir's 
traditional feel-good Family Weekend 
Concert ranges across America's music 
from spirituals to Lady Gaga, featuring 
some of our best-known composers like 
Dello-Joio, Dett and Bowie alongside 
some fascinating new voices like 
Dellaira, Wells and Sanders.  Classical, 
theater, folk and pop live side by side in 
an imaginative exploration of love, 
loss, life and lambs (baaaaah). 
Finding Connections 
By Hana Polachek Upcoming Performances: 
 Friday 10 / 25:  
Parent’s Weekend  
8pm in St. Joseph’s Chapel  
*Thursday 11/14:  
Fall Concert 
8pm in Brooks Concert Hall 
*Thursday 12 /5: 
Festival of Lessons and Carols 
8pm in St. Joseph’s Chapel 
 
 
 
In the Spotlight 
A Preview of the College Choir’s 
Upcoming Concert  
 On the first of October, the Chamber Singers went down to New York to 
perform at the River Café in Brooklyn. The Choir performed in front of an 
audience of New York professionals who work to raise money for various 
projects, including artistic ones. The choir sang a short performance of the 
spiritual, Come Out the Wilderness, Dowland’s Come Again, Sweet Love a 
choral version of Lady Gaga’s Edge of Glory, Michael Wells’ 1, and a 
medley of The Songs of Holy Cross. Because the event was organized by a 
Yale graduate, the singers also performed Yale’s unofficial alma mater, 
Bright College Years. Following the performance and a few words by 
David, the choir was treated to an excellent dinner at the restaurant. The 
choir then changed, crossed New York’s historic Brooklyn Bridge, and 
walked around New York. The night ended in Washington Square Park, 
the center of NYU, where they enjoyed watching some street performers, 
and sang Edge of Glory and 1 under the arch for its acoustic qualities. 
 
October 2013 VOLLUME 1 AN INVITATION 
Chamber Singers Take Manhattan (Part II) 
 ARE YOU ALUM OF THE HOLY 
CROSS COLLEGE CHOIR? 
 
DO YOU MISS THE CONNECTION 
YOU FEEL WHEN SINGING IN THE 
CHAPEL WITH YOUR PEERS? 
DO YOU KNOW SONGS OF THE 
HOLY CROSS? 
 
IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY OR 
ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS, PLEASE 
JOIN THE CHOIRS IN SINGING 
SONGS OF THE HOLY CROSS ON 
OCTOBER 25TH DURING OUR 
FAMILY WEEKEND CONCERT. 
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